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upon a truth which was obscured or neglected in the
Platonic and Aristotelian philosophies. For it is the
essential problem of human life that we can thus be
divided against ourselves, in spite of the identity of
the self of which we are conscious. The division and
conflict of the soul, indeed, would not be so deep and
deadly, if it could be explained by the opposition of
matter to form, of sensuous passion to an ideal prin-
ciple, and if it were not that the ideal principle in
us is turned against itself. That the passions of men
mislead them is the superficial aspect of the fact, but
the deeper aspect of it is that we mislead ourselves;
for the passion that misleads us is a manifestation
of the same ego, the same self-conscious reason which
is misled by it: and thus, as Burns puts it, it is the
very " light from heaven " that leads us astray.

The great question, therefore, is how such self-
contradiction is possible, or, in other words, how a
being whose nature is reason, can act irrationally.
This question is one to which the Stoics directed
much attention; and their answer to it is well worth
consideration, though it is made incomplete and
unsatisfactory by the fact that, like Socrates, they
are unable to think of reason except as conscious
and reflective, so that for them unconscious reason
is no reason at all. Hence they always treat conduct
as the result of definite acts of judgment and

reasoning.    Their  view   may  be   summarised   thus.
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